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Introduction
Global warming continues to affect the world in terms of an increase in temperatures, shortage of water, drought, and consequently decreasing forest cover, causing an imbalance in the ecosystems. There is a need for more measures to be taken to curtail the adverse effects of this phenomenon. The area of energy transition is one that many countries have agreed to control the emission of harmful elements into the atmosphere. Therefore, the energy transition is a global shift from all the fossil-based energy systems of production and use to the now modern renewable sources of energy (Bridge et al., 2013). These fossil-based energies are non-renewable and may include oil, coal, and natural gas, whereas the renewable energies may include solar, wind, and lithium-ion batteries. This transitional process has and continues to see energy transformed into other harmless forms like electricity, which is, in a big way, a significant step to the commitment of eradication of carbon emissions.  
There is a need for all sectors of the economy to work together and independently in the realization of this agenda. Many countries are already adopting various policies to ensure that the world moves from these climate risks like greenhouse gas emissions to more adaptive and long-lasting energy that portends a future free from such harmful practices. Canada adopted a bill named Canada Net-zero emissions accountability act, which sets Canada's target and initiated plans that will see a net-zero carbon emission by 2050 (Bataille, 2020). Part of the process of mitigating the worsening effects of climatic change caused by the emission of carbon gas, countries met at the conference of parties of the united nations framework convention on climatic change (UNFCCC), where they adopted the Paris agreement on climate change. 
Three energy pillars could be targeted; namely, environmental sustainability, economic development and growth, and energy security and access; a change in the environmental policies around these pillars will affect the change needed (Gicheru, 2019).  For a successful realization of energy transition from non-renewable to renewable sources, there is an urgent need to change the prevailing regulatory and policy systems. Therefore, it is incumbent upon all the stakeholders to have an integrated approach in addressing this issue. 
Under the commitment towards Canada's 2050 agenda, I am inclined to present this paper to the ministry of energy to contribute to the acceleration of clean energy transition process. As an institution in charge of all the country's energy issues and design policies for various engagements, while receiving funding for projects, I believe this paper will stand on solid ground as part of this continuer’s engagement. There is a need for immediate change in energy trends across the world, and particularly in Canada, for this to happen; I believe that policies and measures available to influence the use of renewable energy require urgent attention. 
Some of the best policies that the ministry could use are and are not limited to rewarding power generations, self-consumption, tax benefits, and waiving the capital to private investors. The energy transition is a multi-actor process influenced by various actors in the economy and with each one playing a particular role (Verbong & Loorbach, 2012). It is imperative to underscore the various roles each play within the environment before getting into the various policy issues related to the process. This process involves the government as primary policymakers, the market, which is the environmental conditions that influence the transition process. The public and the traditional energy industry are also key players in the process. 
First, the government and its agencies provide and initiate various policies. These policies provide support for the businesses and influence the change from non-renewable to renewable energies; this it does by creating a conducive environment for the investment in non-renewable energies (Tanzi & Tsibouris, 2001). The civil society, which is the public, is the next player in the transition process. This group is crucial for the reception of the development in energy transition; they may welcome or refuse the socio-technical change. Society, through the massive social awareness campaigns, could aspire for a safe environment and a green life. Therefore, they support the use of renewable energies; protest the exploitation of natural resources for the creation of non-renewable energies like oil and natural gas.

The next player in the market, which comprises companies, develops new products and services by using renewable energies. It also comprises consumers who continuously consume renewable energies and express a resounding demand for renewable energies in the market, thereby presenting these types of energy as attractive and desirable compared to non-renewable energies. There are other actors and factors involved in the transition process, including technological advancement, globalization, the need for sustainable means of living, science, and research. It is essential to look at the potential barriers that could limit the transition process; the ministry needs to understand that these barriers have influenced the production and distribution of renewable resources (Thollander et al., 2010). 
First, the ministry needs to look into the cost and pricing involved in the renewable energy industry. The cost of production and setting up of equipment and technology are generally high. These costs are manifested in the following ways; high transaction cost in the setting up of renewable energy project, high initial capital cost, renewable energy plants require a higher cost in terms of importation of technologies required. Secondly, the legal challenge presents massive paperwork for these investors, just like any other investor. This is evident in the transmission access problem, liability insurance requirements, interconnection requirements, and the restrictions of a site for construction.
Despite the strides being made in the energy sector by various stakeholders in the transitioning of the energy from the non-renewable to the renewable forms, a few hiccups are experienced by specific industries. However, with some of these policies considered, there are only better days ahead for the industry, the general public, and much to change for the global world.  There are different policies ranging from renewable energy, transport, emission reduction, and self-consumption policies, among others. These policies are categorized under price-based, quantity-based, consumer-based, and investment-based. In the realization of a zero-net emission, many countries and industry players focus primarily on some important principles specific policies require to address.  
It would be vital, therefore, for the ministry to consider the following instruments in the adoption of the energy policies tailored towards renewable energy use; firstly, the policies should be able to focus on the end-use sector; it should not be primarily focused on just generation of power (Gross et al., 2018). Next, there is a need to address the integration of various renewable energy while considering the individual features of wind and solar power. Lastly, there is a need to understand that for a comprehensive achievement of the energy transition, a lot of factors and policies outside the energy sector need to be considered (Lee et al., 2020).

Investment based policies
These policies ease the process of getting to finance any operations of an energy company or industry. This can be done by providing easy access to starting capital and or minimizing the tax burden. As a ministry, this could be an easy way to address the barriers that limit companies from getting into the business of renewable energy. Previously, tax incentives have been used by various countries in the past (Ogunlana & Goryunova, 2017). However, today, investment-based policies stand as the best support that most governments like ours could use to ensure that the renewable energy industry is strongly supported and preferred instead of the non-renewable industry.
As one of the biggest challenges faced by industry players, tax is always the most significant setback in the continuity of any firm, big or small. As a ministry, exempting the various investors from tax and providing credit would be one way of ensuring that the industry remains attractive to investors wishing to start up such activities. This would mitigate the cumulative burden of tax, which is obviously faced by both the producers and the consumers. When giving tax credits to these investors, it is imperative to note the different types of tax that could be instituted, ranging from accelerated depreciation, credit of production tax, exemption of pollution tax, income tax, and lastly, investment tax. 
The ministry's involvement in this tax exemption will be an encouragement to various investors, producers, and also consumers intending to use renewable energies. It is necessary to note that this policy has worked successfully in the European Union, specifically in Finland and Sweden. Before the ministry puts this policy into effect, there is a need to understand that in some countries where the energy taxes are relatively high, this policy alone has been sufficient in the promotion of renewable energy sectors. However, if other policies are still available within the industry, the tax exemption should be placed at lower or standard rates.
Government finance is an important policy that has worked for many countries in the promotion of this sector. The ministry could lobby and add funds channeled to the energy sector in terms of the provision of loans and grants to the potential investors of renewable energy. Through government involvement by providing low-interest and long-term loans, the industry may have a perpetuated business life despite a potential financial crisis. It is an opportunity that presents itself to the government. In order to ensure that businesses do not collapse when faced with inevitable financial problems. However, in countries where such policies have been used, it has shown that this needs to be supplemented by other policies within the financial support system (Nordensvärd & Urban, 2015). It is therefore essential to implement other measures like feed-in tariffs so that the effectiveness could be realized. Countries like Germany and Denmark using this policy have seen their private investors increase due to the attractiveness of the soft loan despite its supplementary nature.
Operation support policies
These policies should target the individual renewable energy business in their internal operations. Unlike investment policies, these policies provide a key and significant support in the production of renewable energy. Therefore, the ministry should target specifically this policy to directly affect the profitability of renewable energy firms. The options available to the government are to tackle the quantity or price policies. In quantity policy, the target is a needed level of generation of renewable energy, which is decided by a government through setting prices by the generator's competition (York & Bell, 2019). The approach would encourage the key players to set a specific target and objective in production. On the other hand, the price policy would focus on the provision of support by subsidizing every capacity installed or the payment of every specific quantity of produced energy. For these two approaches in this policy to work efficiently, there is a need to consider the context in which either works best.
Tendering is one example of a quantity-based approach in this policy. This is the announcement of the tender for the supply of electricity generated from a specific source. The bid ensures that the cheaper offer is accepted. This is one of the best policies that I find doable by the ministry since its implementation entirely rests with the government, by virtue of primary authority over almost all the resources. This, however, could also present a negative result if the government over controls it. Many countries have used it to report a bad experience since the states control the cost (Nasirov et al., 2018). I believe the ministry could and should reduce the overriding authority of the government on such issues as subsidy in order to make this work. 
One price-based approach is feed-in tariffs. This grants to investors of domestic renewable electricity plants for the amount they feed to the power grid, and in effect, they get paid in total price of each of the units (Nordensvärd & Urban, 2015). The ministry could design an effective FIT that could ensure no inflation or rise in cost. The ministry should structure the FITs in a way that technical progress is anticipated and further ensuring reduced cost borne by the society while giving producers a certain surplus. This policy supports technical learning, which in the end will ensure a reduction in price for society. Since its inception in Canada, many people have reported that this policy is the best means to encourage a steady expansion of renewable power; according to a past survey, this is also due to its association with saving costs (Zhu & Venkatesh, 2010). Therefore, I urge the ministry to continue developing a mechanism to build this policy into becoming better.
Consumer-facing policies
Renewable energy has several policies that should and must be implemented that are tailored to the consumer. Since the inception of policies that are aimed at creating awareness and providing a wide range of power consumption options for renewables, there has been a surge in the public support of renewables. These policies also champion for the proper consumption and use of electricity, which notably have led to a decline in the demand for electricity. These policies are aimed at changing people’s attitudes and affecting human behavior in order to minimize the wastage of energies and also reducing demands for the conventional sources of energy (Faruqui et al., 2010). 

The ministry should bank on these policies and improve the legislation involved in the containment of the behaviors that could be harmful to the availability of resources. Firstly, the mandatory green power options are one way of ensuring that suppliers of electricity have provided options to the consumers. Therefore, they can purchase green power from the companies or have an option of using alternative electricity providers. The choice entirely rests with the consumers and, owing to the policy expectations that those consumers who are concerned about their environment will always go for green power options, which will ensure that the demand for renewable energy goes up. The ministry should opt for this policy since it does not only encourage the use of renewables but is also comparatively less costly and relatively easy to implement.


Secondly, the ministry should institute and support the policy of disclosure. This policy requires consumers to be informed adequately before the consumption by utilities of the sources of fuel they used to produce the electricity in use (Solomon & Krishna, 2011). This, when thoroughly followed by the government, will ensure that consumers are more informed, and they will become more critical about their consumption choices, unlike a blind consumption. Disclosure program in the use of energy has always had a positive impact on the consumers' choice of usage of green power. This, in turn, has an end effect in terms of creating pressure on both the producers and consumers in selecting renewable sources of energy. Therefore, the ministry should enforce suitable and long-lasting mechanisms to ensure this program is officially recognized as an integral part of the demand and supply of renewable energy.
Again, the use of net metering could present incredible results in the consumption of renewable energy. This mechanism provides consumers with the ability to sell excess energy in the form of electricity back into the grid (Stokes & Breetz, 2018). Since Canada is still pushing for the expansion and increase of renewable energy, this presents an avenue for the consolidation and saving of energy which would otherwise be misused. Despite this mechanism being faced with many issues around the suppression of demand, I want to believe that if the ministry would include this as an official way of controlling the wastage of resources, it could produce more than just what it currently produces.  Therefore, it is incumbent upon the ministry to ensure that the government fully adopts distributed generation and use of metering to be economically viable for each consumer in Canada. 


Conclusion
Canada is one of the countries that have instituted plans to achieve net-zero carbon emission by 2050, as discussed in the Paris agreement. This saw a law passed by the Canadian government in November 2020 that will see future governments create a carbon target to be met every five years. However, as I have presented to the ministry, it will require the strict observation and implementation of these policies using a multi-sectoral approach in order to achieve this goal. Canada has already initiated some of these measures and will require more persistence in the implementation. I submit to the ministry that all the stakeholders, from the investors to the government, to the consumers, need to be all considered independently and as a whole.
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